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FOREWORD

The memoirs of a soldier who has commanded troops in
action, must always be of interest to the new generation. This is
particulary so when‘ great changes have occurred while this new

neration was growing up, chanﬁcs which included independence
f:ranation and a conseqnent change in outlook. To the older
reader it must also be of interest for up till now few Indians knew
anything about their army, the gallant jawans and that small band
of pioneers who officered these units through some very troubled
times. Lt. Col. BHAGWAN SINGH was one such pioneer who
had a particularly difficult task which he describes so objectively and
without any personal rancour in his book. It was this objective

approach combined with,a firm sense of duty towards his men which
enabled the author to suceeed so quickly.

I first met Lt. Col. BHAGWAN SINGH and the unit he
commanded in GEDARETF just after their arrival. I was the first
Indian staff officer in the famows 5th Indian Division and clearly
remember the differences which were brought to my General
Fortunately for us all, General HEATH was a gem of a man whom
I myself had served as an ADC in INDIA and who, perhaps because
of this, had taken on my brother in the same capacity when we came
overseas. He soon sorted out the matter and the author instead of
being returned to INDIA under a cloud, went on to command his
unit successfully through the war. Both the Commanding Officer

and his men acquitted themselves with credit in whatever they were
called upon to do. :

To the sword for the pen or the mountain gun for the
w is a bold transition but in war the author never shirked a
.  task and once again he feels it is his duty to bring the story
~ of his gallant band to a wider audience. This straightforward tale
. may not abound in literary graces or affectations. It tells the simple
story of a straightforward man and herein lies its charm. I hope

- the author has as much success with it as he had with his battery.

(Sd.) J. N. CHAUDHURI

General
Chief of the Army Staff






6 Preface

Most of all I am grateful to His Highness the Maharaja of
Jammu and Kashmir (Maharaja Sir Hari Singhji G.C.S.1.,, G.C1g
G.C.V.0., L.L.D.) for the great encouragement [ received from hi,ﬁ
in the form of accelerated promotion and the grant of a hereditary
Jagir of Rs. 3,600 per annum in recognition of my “outstanding ang
meritorious services'’ as he was pleased to call them,

The first so-called popular Government of the State, headeq by
Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah, however, lost no time in resuming this
Jagir on assuming power.

To the readers I have an apology to make. These memoirs
have been written about fourteen to twenty years after the occurence
of the evenis contained therein, and as such some small details,
names of places and in some cases the sequence in which minor
events took place, was bound to slip my memory. I have therefore
omitted details and names of which I was not so sure. Any lapse
thus caused has to be overlooked. No record of any kind was
available for reference purposes except copies of certain letters, as
the Battery was transferred to the Indian Army complete with record
during the war and never returned to the State. Whatever the book
contains is thus almost entirely from memory. My earlier attempts
at writing these memoirs were foiled by my re-employment, first in
the Army and then as Private Secretary to His Highness the Maharaja
of Jammu & Kashmir. :

B.S.















12 The War on Two Fronts

I must add that 1 had a great regard for British Officers as | o,
some of them a good deal of my limited knowledge. But I hated the,
as SSOs. 1 had seen the SSOs once before in Gilgit when I was a g,
altern with the Third J&K Mountain Battery. Once at Bunji [ y,
giving a demonstration of Artillery shooting on the miniature rap
to Infantry Officers, when our SSO, also a subaltern (Lt. J. Barrg,
shouted to correct what he thought was my mistake I dropped m
pointer on the ground, asked the SSO to take charge of t
demonstration, and took my seat. He did not expect this from
State Officer and was very surprised, but he immediately expresse,
his regret and requested me to carry on, which I did. Thus ty
very idea of having SSO with me, made me uneasy.

Our General Staff Officer Col. Baldev Singh Pathania, ar
Commander Jammu Brigade, Brigadier Ghansara Singh, had aske
me to see them before leaving for Secundrabad. When I went ¢,
see them, they both gave me a bit of useful advice as to how on
should work in war. I promised to do my best, but expressed m
inability to pull on with the SSOs. I also told them that I wa
going to see to it that, unlike in World War II, if our officers wer.
found fit for gallantary awards they got those meant for Britis
officers such as D.S.0., M.C., and not those meant for Junic
Commissioned Officers and other ranks such as [.O.M. and [.LD.S.M
They both advised me not to worry about such matters.

I visited my village for a couple of days to meet my paren's
wife and children, and then left for Secundrabad. Both the SSOs
Major Morley who had taken over from Major Colhon and Captar

Corbett, and all the officers of the Battery had come to receive e
at the Railway Station.

We went to the Officers mess, where after breakfast Majo
Morley took me aside and asked me what worries I had regardin
the SSOs. Iasked him how he knew I had any, and he told m¥
that he had received letters from Brigadier Scott and Major Coope!
I then told him what worries I had and he said ‘you need not hav
any worries. You are the Commander and I am a mere advis
to you. There is no reason why we should not be able to pull of
well, as our aimis common.’ He offered me a room in the SSU*
bungalow but I preferred to stay in the State Officers Bungalo®
where my predecessor was living, We then went to the office where
I took over from Lt. Col, Sherbaz Khan.
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98 The War on Two Fronts

the front, but to impress his Battery commander he
Forward Observation Post somewhere in our rear a
shooting at random

The enemy pressure continued 10 ineres
to be encircle us. We were almost surrol
reinforcements were out of question. W
continued fighting to the best of ou!
and severe fighting and incessant s
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His Highness’ Visit

to your Highness our humble duty and sincere and hearty felicitations
on your Highness’ safe return to your country and your people, after
accomplishing an arduous journey to an important theatre of the war.
In this conflict raging between sets of nations, one bent on the
domination of the World and the reduction of its people to a state of
servitude and the other fighting for the defence of civilization and the
preservation of the rights of men, Your Highness’ soldiers—our kith
and kin—are playing their appointed part.

At the fall of Karen and of Damascus and in other situations of
danger and difficulty, facing a highly equipped and numerically
superior foe, they have already covered themselves with glory by their
gallantry, their single minded devotion to duty and their unfaltering
loyalty in the pursuit of their goal, victory and honour bringing in its
train conditions of life which will enable men and women of every race
to live without fear and to enjoy the freedom of the spirit. To these
our soldiers and to the soldiers of India as a whole Your Highness
carried a message of courage and hope, and our pride in them and their
achievements, heartening them to greater efforts to fight without
rancour but with invincible resolution a merciless foe whose creed is
might without right. It will be a matter of genuine pride and pleasure
to us, Your Highness’ loyal subjects, to receive through Your Highness
tidings of those, near and dear to us, who are participating, regardless
of their lives, in their titanic struggle.

We are happy to see Your Highness back amongst your own
people, and once again accord Your Highness a loyal and affectionate
welcome home.

His Highness’ reply to the address presented on his return from the Middle East.

I thank you for your hearty welcome, and for your allusion to my
safe return to my country and my people.

I am conscious of very mixed feelings at this moment. While I am
glad to see you all and to be amongst you, I am not free from regret
that I could not stay longer where I have come from nor do more than
I was able to do.

You will not expect me to speak at length at this moment about the
impressions I gathered and the conditions I found during the time I
spent in the Middle East. These were twice referred to by me, once in
a broadcast which I was invited to give and again and more fully in a
statement which I issued and which you will probably read in the
papers in a day or two.

Most of my time was given to visiting the fighting men who have
gone to this theatre of war from our country. I found them
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The War on Two Fronts

well and extremely cheerful, bent on their business and full of
confidence as to their future.

You have alluded to the part played in the War, so far, by our
Ist Mountain Battery under the command of that efficient and
capable officer Lt. Col Bhagwan Singh. You will be glad to know
that wherever I went, and whichever Officers of high Military rank
I met, no one of them could say enough about the gallantry and
professional skill of this Unit, so much so that even in the Sea Plane
yesterday there were congratulations offered on the splendid service
which our Battery has done.

My general impression, however, is that India may look forward
with calm assurance to a bright future of security and prosperity.

I cannot forgo this public opportunity of reading out the message
which the officers and men of our Mountain Battery asked me to
carry to their brothers-in Arms.

(Minister-in-Waiting “Military Dept’)

The following is the message which the Officers of our 1st
Mountain Battery asked me to carry to their brother-in Arms: —

“Brothers. You have no doubt heard of the service which we,
on behalf of our Ruler and our State, were privileged to render to
the Empire in more than one theatre of War. Proud as we are of
this stroke of good fortune we are convinced that given a similar
opportunity all of you who have received the same training under
the watchful eye of our master will distinguish yourselves even more
and thus add lustre and renown to his name and that of our State.

You will be glad to hear that we are all well and happy and
praying that some of you at least may be able to come and fight
shoulder to shoulder with us. Till then—our heartiest greetings.”

Will you kindly see that this message is conveyed to every unit
of our Army including such detachments who are doing duty at
different points of the State.

Sd/- Hari Singh
26th October 1941, Maharaja.

Order No.l

Minister-in-wating Private Deptt.

As I was unable to take any amenities for the officers and men
of our 1st Mountain Battery, having travelled by air, I gave each
one of them 15 days’ pay with the idea that they should purchase
any comforts they need. They requested that each one’s share in-
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Chapter XVI1I

AS PART OF MOUNTAIN REGIMENT

o0 move pack to Palestine to join the

+ o Battery was now t .
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S m'eﬂbﬂshehﬂd*to m;,g:‘dm order to get us back to
‘ m.‘__”_rwld_hjm‘thnt our joining the Regiment would
f difficulties, the chief of which was the question of
fcommand. He said he would solve all difficulties

and when they arose.
jifficulty had already arisen. The Regimental Com-
 stay at Cairo for about ten days before going back
ent, while we were returning to join the Regiment next
veing senior to the other Battery Commanders was
Officiating Command of the Regiment, but since
re the Indian Army Batteries and their Command-
h, the rules did not permit my taking command over
e L
the R tal Commander whether I would g
in his absence. He expressed his regret and
was in India one Gwalior State Battery Was
t and a similar situation arose. He referred
nthouities, who gave a ruling that the Indian
had no powers of command over the Indian
a1 would rather quit. than serve under 1h§r5,t‘d
ussion went on for some time and finally he sa!
tter to General Head Quarters during his $'%
ar. i Y
olve the problem. 1 therefore Pros™ dﬂ[;‘
‘Commander gave me & letter Luidl'i‘-“'*"‘-'“le d
1 would hold the Officialing GO ciat:
rived at  El-lajjun 1 held "l“; clightest
e British Officers raised VU qonabl
Do discontent. A just 8" Foiipst (¢












-
&

uﬁzé '













REREE oy - = B i -
¥ 4 P ¥ 1 wian Y
1 1 ] ] e ¥
il # .. | |
+ P - ittt R S N
Sl e - ! 5
18 - IS L] L]
-

y oo L bV il il .
ne i’ . 2 ‘ w‘, m

o {h. 4 T
4
ut the difieully of the importation of
- RERtINg the en my with
t difficulty s & legacy from
ime, i Wouk est you, snd,
ssition of embarrassment in which
[ you raised in € SO m
' tory solution of t
of locts,
specially to the wer of
pon to face was faced

ng's C Amiss d !m) officers themselves.

ne myself to the case of Brigadier
8, he served with a new Army Divisior.
gular Major of 16 to 17 years of service,
r acting Lt. Colonels who had

)it
L

e ot
F ‘.1 * |
e '.'..“-:_-. v ‘ . =
T ] ;- .-10;
] i .l 4 '- F g " N
o b i
1 e

int of principle you have done what

f my Army should do. You havwe

oved youreself worthy of being

ng talked as you appear to have

dly as I see from the copy of

pady done your part. Havmng

must not take the extreme sicp.

r representation is of a piece witd

efforts have brought S“bﬁ::

f other States alsoand Yy =
mwﬂm but you musl













¢ T, “ '
rs for despatch of Major

ibt Maj
DAG

Ve ,r ‘! )
41 from Ninth Aty -

























e authorities sh
Qf.._ Inéla and hawtat;:

A. which cof

A lh.g Ist) &K
itating 08¢

rmy an
necessits '.,d,u
, GHQ ll“"-“
;-gmlﬂ"

‘tioned as
of the B
of Junlﬂfpkr"ks’ -

anmculuﬁ b
ol' th e type oflﬂ































4 i one of his letters. General Scott jumped as if
smething -iﬁ-:tigoutedj w“what have you to show to His
Do you think he is going to pat you at the back. He
0 if he comes.”

dinvad to our mess where in ¢ presence of t
i :Wmd:%ﬁpdier Udey Chand Bakshi) he asked ni::
o once applied for retirement. Did you really mean it.”
" | said I would not have applied if T had not meant it,
revious letter was still with him, it was never returned to me. He
do whatever he liked with it, but T would not like to be un-
“to His Highness who wanted to keep me more out of
ss than anything_else, I did not like to invite his dis-
pplying again and again. Next day I was informed
" Brigadier Udey Chand that His Highness had permitted
soon after I received an official letter to that effect,
‘when and to whom to hand over. When I asked
)ander about this he said he had conveyed His
i to me as it was, and he knew nothing more

or to my second-in-command Major (later Lieut.
ontheﬁﬂthof December 1945, and left. The

d send off. |

\d of my military career for the time being.
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accused the former of lack of experience on account of quick
promotions. This unfortunate sense of rivalry however soon
disappeared as the Indian Army and the State Forces worked with,
and saw more of, each other, and its place was taken by respect for
each other until they finally became one. It was true that Skardu,
Mirpur and Kotli fell to the invaders long after the Indian Army hagq
established themselves in the State, but the lack of experience was
just a contributory factor to other more important causes such as
the difficulty of terrain and non availability of animal transport,
similar to those on account of which the famous 4th and 5th

Indian Divisions were delayed in their attack on Cheren.

Compared to the operations around Damascus in Syria, and
even the most successful operations around Cheren in Eriteria during
the World War II when the Army was on the peak of its efficiency,
the operations in the Jammu and Kashmir were conducted extremely
well. The mistakes or lapses big or small that occurred in the
initial stages of the operations were not unusual. These have
occured and would occur almost in any operations. Inspite of their
handicaps the Indian Army in Kashmir had many achievements to
its credit, and had not the ““cease fire’’ come at the time it did in the
middle of their offensive, a large part of the Jammu and Kashmir
State would not have been under Pakistan occupation as it now is.

Yuvaraj Karan Singhji (later His Highness Maharaja Dr.
~ Karan Singhji) of Jammu and Kashmir proceeded to the United
~ States for medical treatment at the end of 1947. Brigadier N. S.
Rawat accompanied him as his Staff Officer on temporary duty. I
~ was appointed Commander Jammu Brigade as a Lieut-Colonel, as
" under the State rules promotion could not be given against a post
- only temporarily vacant.

Al units of Jammu Brigade at that time were under command
~ of different Indian Army formations for operational purposes in
~ Poonch, Naoshera, Reasi and Jammu areas. Only the Administra-
 tive work, which was quite heavy was done through the Head
 Quarters Jammu Brigade. One Jammu and Kashmir Infantry
lion and two companies of the Jammu and Kashmir Militia m
i area were, however, under the operational control of the
s, But these were dispersed in companies well apart facing

nd some villages around it held by the invadors.
of our

ought of eliminating this enemy pocket in front o %
consulted the General Officer Commanding JAK Div.
eneral Atma Singh about it in his office where WO other
manders were present, They all said that the tcrruu:
s difficult and unless pack transport and air suPPh
o on cuu‘lld be }nﬁderlaken tfhel:e. ;1531
| in seven days without any of thesc &1
rangem yThey all laughed and the General
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158 The War on Two Fronts

difficult country into Budil. The Commander of the Company wi

captured Budil, Captain (later Major) Sansar Singh, wa., w”-;““;u_.h
he thought we had been extra bold in having captured gy, -
an isolated company with no protection on the flanks. He ""'rc{j .
counter attack, and requested me not to leave Budil upyy) o
troops arrived, which I gladly accep:ed. i

We occupied hill tops around Budil afier a litt]e fighting, and
keeping only one plantoon in hand to meet any counter atack—whic|
in fact never came—waited for the Battalion Commander (o c,:;.m.Ji
whom we had informed of the capture. i

All the civilian population of Budil, mostly Muslims, had fled
to the hills, and most of the troops after burrying their arms and
changing into civil dress had also joined them after killing about
& dozen Harijans living in the vilage so that they may not divulge
anything to us. When we entered Budil the only inhab tants we
found there was a boy who told us that we had arrived just in time
as the “Indian Troops' were advancing on the town and the
inhabitants had all fled to the hills. When we told him we were
Indian Troops he was overjored and ran to his house close by and
brought an old women with him who bitterly wept as she told us
her tale of woz. She and the boy were Sikhs but were forcibly
converted to Mahammadans at the time of capture of the town by
the enemy. We safely brought back all the horrified inhabitants,
men and women, all Muslims, from the hills with their belongings
including cattle and resettled them. The only water operated rice
husking mill in the village, which was destroyed by the invaders, was
put by us into working order.

Next day a deputation consisting of representatives from all
villages in the area carrying a large white flag and some bags of
rice, tins of ghee, and some goals for us came to me and assured
me of their loyalty to the State and to India. I assured them of
the security of their lives and property and of equal treatment with
other loyal citizens of the State. One of our soldiers pointed to
onc Suba *“Nambardar'” among the deputation and stated that he
had kiiled about six members of his family during the disturbances.
Some other men of the unit belonging to that arca also made
similar charges against him.

I took the man into custody and, returning the rice, ghee and
goats to them with thanks, allowed the other members of the
deputation to roturn. Suba was sent to Jammu and handed over to
the civil authorities to be dealt with according to the law.

Next day Colonel Puran Singh Thapa the Commander of the
Battalion arrived with the rest of the troops and I with my party
returned to Jammu. The following encouraging messages 0
congratulations were received from General Cariappa General Offi-
cer Commanding-in-Chief Western Command, General Shrinagesh,
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J & K Corps and General Atma Singh General Officer Command-
ing JA Div :—

From JA DIV TO JAMMU BDE.

. *From GOC for Col. Bhagwan Singh (.) Convey to all
ranks my heartiest congratulations on your speeded ad-

vance to Budil). Keep it up (.) Ensure that Muslim locals
are not maltreated during advance."
2. *““Personal from GOC to Bhagwansingh (.) Heartiest con-

gratulations to all ranks who took part in capture of
Budil (.) keep it up (.) give the enemy no rest and continue
pressing.

From J & K Corps to Jammu Bde :—

““Personal from Army Commander for Lt. Col. Bhagwan
Singh Comd. Jammu Bde : —

You will personally ensure that in the forth coming ad-
vance to Budil the local Public particularly Muslims are
well treated. Your troop behaviour towards them must
always be correct considerate and generous. Ack.

“From West Com. to JA BDe.

“Personal from Army commander for Lt. Col. Bhagwansingh.
Best congratulaions capture of Budil and OP you are carrying out.
Ensure Muslims snd Non Muslims treated alike and there is no
maltreatment of Muslims. This will be your personal responsibility.

A message with a difference was also received from the Army
Headquarters Jammu and Kashmir State Forces whom we used to
send copies of our operational messages for information only. They
had taken no notice of our successful operations as others had, but
had objected as other had not, to my having given the name of the
Mohammedan who led us into Budil, in the message.

When I met General Atma Singh our Division Commander
General Yadupath Singh was also there. General Atma Singh
warmly congratulated me and told me that he already thought very
high ol me, but my action in Budil had convinced him that [ was an
outstanding Commander. He said he had recommended me to the
Army Headquarters Jammu and Kashmir State Forces for promotion
to a Brigadier, and advised me to make sure that nobody sits on the
recommendation. 1 later came to know that the recommendation
was filed in the Army Headquarters Jammu and Kashmir State
Forces under the signatures of a Junior Stafl officer.

On return of Brigadier N,S. Rawat from America [ was put in
command of my old unit, the Ist J & K Infantry. After the cease
fire in the Jammu and Kashmir I again retired from service on the
10th of November 1950 after full three years of my re-employment
and my Military career ended for good.
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ments is not necessar
special supervision.

‘How happy we will be and how e
we will carry out duties and how eflicie
put our shells on the enemy under al
of spirits and with extreme loyalty,
fice our lives for the common cause

y and we can do our job without any external

nthusiastically and honestly
ntly and accurately we wiil
| circumstances and how full
we will be ever ready to sacri-

’ he il the authorities trust us
efficiency, our training, our common sense, our loyalty, our ;c(::;

of discharging our duties and our knowledge ’f o
tration and dslsciplinc. and don’t place H?nr::; f:;::ils}:::d?::;
hours on our heads. How fortunate we will be if C.R A. is con-
vinced that we are fit and efficient to carry out our respective jobs
under all circumstances and there is no necessity of placing any
SSO with this Battery. An Officer which may hardly be spared
from other duties to act as S.5.0. with this Battery will be wasting
his precious time, in which he may be employed for some other
important and useful job especially under present circumstances
when the war is on. Detailing an Officer as S.S.0., with this Batt-
ery will serve no more useful purpose than to send him on furlough
and at the present time of emergency especially when they are
already short of Officer it is not in the interest of the Govt. to send
Officer on long furlough. The supervision and control of autho-
rities of proper channel is sufficient for us too like other units. God
may convince C.R.A. that we are_in no way less in knowledge and
efficiency than an average I.A. Officer who is left alone to perform
his duty.

Even Capt. Oliver who is supervising me, if asked and if he
is ready to say by God, honestly and on his honour, will admit
that he is doing nothing useful to the Government, but wasting
his time and Government money as he has got nothing to do here
and everything is being done by us according to the instructions and

expectations of our superior authorities without any criticism.

Yesterday we again went (O Zuhani to fix our OP under
cover of Infantry patrol. On the way back our party saw fm
enemy patrol of about 25 men on foot on the other s;des 0% fore
river. They fired at them (enemy) a few rounds at abopto -
they fled away., Nothing fresh to pen. Everything else 18 O.R.

Yours sincerely,

Sd!‘AiN- Sharm‘

: Mountain
. Col J.W. Cooper Commanding 21st ;
qum!:ﬁml(:;hul ;.W.F.P. Fgrmnr Military Adviser Artillery
1.8.F dated 27 April 1941, ¢ b Apeil
“] was more than pleased to have your.h“"t."m Battery
with the good news it contained. The reputation c?umm 4nd told
has travelled back to India as the BRA Northern
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me last night that he had heard from a friend of his Commanding
the 5th Marattas that the Ist J&K Mtn Bty. had always provided
good support at the time required.

My best congratulations to you and to the Battery in which
my wife joins, she was delighted to hear your good news.

1 am no longer Military Adviser but I will write to General
Gwatkin to let him know what you have written and what I have
heard from the Brigadier R.A. in case he has not heard already.

Two weeks ago I had sudden orders to take over command of
this Mountain Regt. and although Kohat is hardly the centre of a
War area I find there is a great deal to do here all the same.

I wonder what the future holds in store for you. 1 hope at any
rate that you are having a respite at present so that you will be
rested and replenished.

- My very best wishes to you all. [ shall be delighted to hear
from you again when you have time to write.

Translation of a letter from Brigadier Rahmatullah Khan Com-
mander Kashmir Brigade Badami Bagh Cantt. Srinagar dated 12 Jan.
“Please accept my heartiest congratulations on the grant of

agir you deserve it in all respects. It is not only you but the whole
Kasmir Army that has been honoured. [Iread it in the Gazette
| terday but Major Pritam Singh Governor Kashmir told me
| e knew it for about a month, so you are getting my congratula-
tions a bit late but they are second to none in sincerity, warmth and

r Nath and Ahsan Ali, and Lt. Madan
ngratulations to Lt. Madan Lal for
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The first phase concluded with the ocm:lpatinn of BARENTU
AND WAHNI, the fighting for which was bard.

The second phase opend on the 15th March, after a_period of
stern training for the even more formidable tasks which lay ahead.
It was in this training period that the foundation for success was

laid.

None but scasoned, fit and well disciplined troops magni-
ficently led, could have hoped to achieve success.

The capture of DOLOGORODOC position and the Fort itself
and the stubborn and successful resistance, over a period of ten days,
to all ms‘ﬂs to retake it must for all time rank high in Military
annals. om can troops have been called upon to show greater
tenacity and endurance; exposed to intense and accurate fire of every
description, the troops selves, assisted by the Cypriot Mule
Corps, carried many tons of ammunition, water and supplies up the
p.uglm fire-swept slopes. For ten days the enemy battered him-
g  his aborcve, thot “l:mmust deterg:ined, coun_tcl;ﬁmh to
the retake position. During this stern period, the way was prepar-
e itation of our gain, and mxplcﬂaﬁon was carried out

isly and with such dash and determination that the enemy
CHEREN was shattered.
ence of the capital of Eritrea he was compelled to
his available reserves. Though the defenders were
y terrain, they failed to withstand our succes-
ights.  Within a space of fifteen days the
, for several weeks had fought so
ASMARA was eniered on the st
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t conclusion a campaign which will always be remarkable
fbrth-odiﬂlculllu that can be overcome by trained and resolute

troops.”

From the General Officer Commanding Troops in the Suddan :

“Best Congratulations to Comd. and all troops under 5th Indian
Division for fine advance from Cheren to Asmara.”

Som_:‘ extracts from the *‘Jammu & Kashmir Information April

“On his return to India shortly after the capture of Asmara
Lt-General Heath, Commander of the Division with which the
Jattery served, in a broadcast from Delhi, described the services of
at the battle of Keren and the advance on Asmara as

“‘Hm Battery first saw active service in the Sudan, on the
 frontiers of Abyssinia, helping to repel the Italian ‘advance
Sudan and then to chase the eremy across the frontier into
a. Laterit moved east and took part in the conquest of

articularly distinguishing itself in the battle of Cheren and
re of Asmara.”

n the conclusion of these campaigns, the Battery was sent
e where it took part in the invasion of Syria and again
od itself in the battle of Damascus maintaining its past
: . “The Commander of the Division with which
praised the standard of efficiency of the battery
- of Lt. Col. Bhagwansingh, and made
iark about him :—
filled yourself with glory.”
' omg message to Lt. Col. Bhagwan Singh

Commander, also Geneial Auchinleck and
Ind:a have expressed their appreciation
r officers and n:i:]:; in I)et:.td:nas;:l;;:s‘;l ?;i
ed yourselves w at dis 4

_smnly value the ﬁm example you
E mn of all our other units in the
for your further success in the



